
The Turkish Extreme Right On-line Network: the case of the Nationalist Action Party (MHP)


The purpose of this work is to analyze the structure and the characteristics of the Turkish extreme right network on the World Wide Web.  The ultra-nationalists approach is represented by the Nationalist Action Party (MHP) in the Turkish political context. To specify, this paper asks following questions: How can we characterize existing network relationships between the Nationalist Action Party and the relevant institutions in their environment? Which political and social associations are created on the party’s website? How do the party and the relevant institutions demonstrate symbolic representations of their alliances through their selection of network connection?


The evaluation of political communication in Turkey was late in its adaptation of interactive features. The communication between political actors and the public sphere was interrupted or limited by political interdiction. As of today, new technologies and especially the Internet, promise some communication freedom in Turkey. The relatively low share of Internet access in Turkey represents a barrier to the take-up of political use.  In this particular context, this case study is methodologically based on the survey of the Nationalist Action Party official website (www.mhp.org.tr) over a one month period. Coding information exposes outbound and inbound links of the party website. This methodology - Mapping online political networks - will permit to interrogate the strategic character of the web structure for political communication.  

